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Being you is better than being popular. Justin Bieber, Kim 
Kardashian, Katy Perry, Taylor Swift - who are they? We 
all know that they’re popular, but who are they in their 
real, day-to-day lives? Are they actually what they appear 
to be? If you were to meet them, would you be able 
to connect with them - like how you connect with your 
friends or family? No - it doesn’t happen. Beneath all that 
perfection there’s a person just like you and me - unique 
and individual in their own way. Being an individual is 
all that matters and is way more important than being 
popular.

Who are you? What makes you the way you are? Being 
an individual means you are your own person; you follow 
your own hopes and dreams, be who you want to be, and 
most importantly don’t rely on others to make you who 
you are. But, being popular is usually about following a 
trend and doing what others want you to do.

Moreover, sometimes what isn’t good is popular and 
what is good isn’t. If you don’t feel comfortable doing 
something, don’t do it even if your friends are. A study 
by a psychologist in Australia found that many popular 
teenagers are disliked by the year group as a whole - now 
what does that say? 

Be who you want to be. Don’t let peer pressure force you 
how to act. Stay true to yourself, why hide it? If “you” 
happens to be the kind of person that is popular and 
outgoing, then be that. If “you” happens to be more of 
an introvert, then do that. But most importantly, you just 
need to be you - I mean, what’s the point trying so hard 
to fit in? If you be yourself, you’ll find more people who 
have the same interests as you and you’ll naturally make 
friends, plus you won’t have to pretend around them!

Popularity is short lived. One day you could be the bright, 
shining star and the next, a nobody. Do you remember the 
little boy in the movie “Home alone”? What happened 

to all that popularity? Where is his popularity now? See - 
this is what popularity is all about - vanished in seconds! 
He is still there, but living with his individuality - not 
popularity. While being popular is instant and short-lived, 
individuality is eternal. So, don’t let popularity define you, 
because it definitely won’t last long.

In today’s society individuality is praised. For example, the 
fast-paced innovation happening all around us is caused 
by the inventor’s individuality. Their strife to create, 
imagine, then construct something nobody’s ever heard 
of and persevering when it doesn’t work - that’s all in 
their individuality. Without it, we would have made no 
modern advances and once again individuality shines on 
top of popularity. In fact, without individuality we would 
be nowhere. All of us doing the same thing, acting in the 
same, boring old way, following the same popular beliefs, 
never going anywhere. Whereas being an individual and 
finding yourself takes you place giving you opportunities 
to be anything you want to be.

Like the songs you want to listen to, play the games you 
want to play, say things you believe in - not what others 
like to hear. Don’t be afraid to do what you feel like doing 
because there’s only one you and one life so you got to 
make the best of it. 

I dare you to listen to yourself for one 

second, listen to how you feel about the 

life your leading - is it really what you 

want? 

I dare you to find yourself, it might sound a little cheesy 
but try, dig deep and I promise you’ll find something.

I dare you to just be who you want to be - it’s time to 
stop listening to others and start listening to you.

Rutu Hebbal, Y9

On the 3rd of June, a mix of year 11, 12 and 13 
students went on a trip to the Poor Knights Island. 
The boat ride to the island was rocky, however 
when we got to our destination everyone was 
ready to hop in the water. Although the sun was 
shining, the sea was freezing and the wetsuits 
didn’t keep us warm for long. 

We spent the morning in the water doing 
numerous activities; kayaking, snorkeling, diving, 
swimming and paddle boarding. We ate lunch on 
the boat and then hopped in the water again in the 
afternoon, once the water had warmed up a bit.

One of the main sights to see on the trip was the 
world’s largest sea cave - my personal favourite 
part of the day. Overall it was a really great day 
and we had lots fun. 

Livvy Lengyel, Y11

SPEECH COMPETITION
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